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Act of Secret Councell anent the pryce and meaſure 


of the Coale, and the preference of the Natives of 
| this Kingdome to Strangers. 


* 


— FM Edinburehbthenynteenday of Oftober, the yeare of God 1643 yearcs: Anent our Soveraigne 
l Lords 1 raiſed atthe fiance ofthe 3 for the royal Burrows; Makand mention 
| chat where in December 1620. the Lords of Privie Councell upon the complaint of his Majeſt ies 
Advocat, and the Noblemen, and inhabitants of the Shyrcffdom of 11ading!on, againſt the Mai- 
7. d ters of the Coal heuches upon the water of Forth, raking a band made by them for raiſing the 
| ces uponthe load of Coals, annulled the ſaid band, and diſcharged the tranſport of Coals by 
4 atives or ſtrangers, as the decreit given here anent bears: Like as in the moneth of April therafter, 
3 chere was ſome courſe taken by the Councell touching a mcaſure where with the Coales ſhould be 
ſold. And upon the 29 of November the ſame year, the Councell having taken to their conſiderati- 
yy i! = onthe prejudices and ſufferings ofthe Countrie by the exorbitant prices ſer upon coale, and the pre - 
cſerring of ſtrangers to Natives in the ſale of coale, they made an ad and cauſed proclaimethe ſame 
at all places needfull upon the water of Forth, ordaining the mailters of the coale heuches, there to 
prefer the Natives coming to them for coale to vhatſoever ſtrangers, and not to poſtpone nor delay 
a them upon whatſoever pretext or bargaine made with the ſaids ſtrangers; And to ſerve them with 
the like meaſure and pryces uſed and taken at the ſaids coaleheuches the ſpace of three moneths, un- 
der the pain of an hundred pounds to be payed to the party wronged, either by highting che 5 altering the meaſure, or delaying 
and poſtponing of them to ſtrangers, to be payed by the controveeners, toties quotes. And the ſaids pryces and meaſures were ordain- 
ed to ſtand till Paſche thereafter, that further order ſhould be taken thereanent. And howſocver the maiſters of the ſaids coalheuchs 
ean pretend no ignorance of the ſaid act, becauſe of the lawfull and often publication ofthe ſame : nevertheleſſe the abuſe of the ſaidy 
| coale maiſters are not onely continued by them againſt the tenor of the ſaid act, but alſo are come to a greater height nor of be. 
fore. la ſo farre as not onely have the pryces and meaſure of coales been altered, and the Natives poſtponed to ſtrangers, and great 
; ity of coal tranſported, but the Natives are alſo altogether defrauded of coale after long attendance upon the fame, to the ma- 
| violation and contempt of the ſaid act and Proclamation, and heavie prejudice of the countrey people, without remecd be pro. 
| And anent the charge given to Joh» Cornwall of Bonhard, M. Robert Cornwall his brother, vir William Dick of Braid, M. An- 
| Dick his ſon, James Hamm lion of Grange, John Hammilton of Kinglaſſic, John Ham m:lton chamberluin of Kinneill, Robert El- 
22 of Quereell, James spittle there, Edward Cowy Takſman of the coale of Fawkirk, William Earle of Airth, George Forreſter 
Takſman of the coale there, Alexander Lord Elphiniton, John Earle of Mar, Henrie Stuart of Haiti), vir Alexander Scham of Sauchie, 
M. Robert Brace of Kenner, Edi ird Bruce now of Culroſle, Vl. Alexander Clark of Pittencreiff, Thomas Charters , James Loch, and 
ab Rynd for the coaleheuches of T ¶liallan, John Bauradte in lnnerkething, Sir Job» and George Preitors of Valifcild, John Earle of 
| Wecms, Sir Alexander G.bſon elder of Durie, John Corlyear in Kirkaldie, Fohn Lord Sinclar, David Boſuel# of Balmouto, David 
; Bratſon of Cairdon, George Earle of Winton, Sir John Johnſton of Elphinſton, Captain Robert I am milton, Captain Thomas Hammilton, 
Robert Cokburne of Butterden, James Diſpingtos in Llphinſton, Robert Greirſonskipper in the Pannes , John Arkman there, and David 
Freſtes of Craigmillar, to have coinpeired perſonally before the Lords of PriveCoancell, at a certain day by gone, to have anſwered 
upoa the contravention of the ad foreſaids, by altering the prices and meaſure of Coale, delaying the Natives, and poſtponing them 
to ſtrangers, againſt the tenor thereof: and therefore to be decerned to incurre the paines contained therein: And to have heard fuch 
border taken for a conſtant meaſure and prices in time coming. as alſua touching the tranſport of coale, as the Councel ſhould rhinke * 
expedient. And that upon requ ſition to be made by the Natives for coale befor famous witneſles, and production of an inſtrument o 
the coale maiſters diſobedience to the Lords of Privie Councel, they ſnould bee decerned to have incurred the paine of an hundred 
pounds, toties qustiet. And that they ſhould have compeired perſonally to the eff. q foreſaid, under the pain of rebellion and put- 
ting of them to the horne: With certification tothem, and they faillied, letters ſhould bee direct ſimpliciter, to put them thereto. 
Likeas at more length is contained in the ſaids letters, executions and indorſationes thereof. Which being ealled, and the ſaids perſewery 
compeirand be George Sattie Dean of Gild, and Commiſsioner for Edinburgh, and many others Commiſſioners from div icu- 
lar royall Borrows within this Kingdome, together with M. Alexander Gutherie Clerk tothe Burrowes, and Joh» Ramſay t a 
gent And the ſaids M. Andrew Dick, M. Kobert Bruce of Kennet, M Alexander Clerkof rittincreiff, Fob» i arle of Weems, Jobs Lord 
Sinclar, David Beatſon of Cardon , David Boſwell of Balmouto, and James Diſbington in Elphinſton compeirand perſonally, and the 
ſaid Sir William Dick compeirand be the ſaid M. Andrew Dick his ſonzand the ſaid Lord Elphinſton compeirand be Hall his ſer- 
yant , and the ſaids Jobs i arle of Mar, and Jabs Hamilton of Kinglaſſie compeirand by M. David Williamſon his proftor, And the 
remanent defenders foreſaids, being oftimes called and not compeirand. The ſaid Earle of Weems and the remanent coale maiſters 
K dallyith one yoice that as thev ever had. othey w Rill contilme in their obediencero the act of Counce), for 
of Na:ivesto ers, conforme tothe tenor thereof were content that the ſiid act ſhould ſtand im full vigour and 
force againſt them. And the ſaid Earle of Weems alſo declared, that he ſold the load of his land coale, being a water boll, for five ſhil- 
lings two peanics, and the lod of nis ſe i coale, of che meaſure foreſaid, at ſeven ſhillings one pennie - — the Commiſſioners for the 
. Borrowes offered to prove, that they bought the load ot his land coale at foure billings two pennies ſeven years ſince, which the laid 
; Lordsreferres to their probation to be proven by them upon the ſecond of November next, which is the dyet aſſigned for that 
fect, in preſence of the parties. An tiil that time ord aines the perſewers to pay the (aid ſum of five ſhillings two pennics to the ſa. 
Earle of Wecems for the pryce of luis land coale, and ſeven ſhillings one pennie for the load of his ſea coale. Like as the ſaid David Bea. 
; Fox compeirand, as ſaid is, acted himſelfto kcep eight men ſtill working at his great coale for furniſbiog the Countrie, ard io ſell the 
load thereof, being a water bull, at three thiflings ſix pennies. And the ſaids Lords ordaines the ſaid Laird of B1!mouto, WhO 
was alſo perſonally preſent, to ſell his c9alc to the countrie people, at the pryce hee hath ſold the ſame thir five years bygone, 
Likeas the ſaids Lords ordaincs th (aid Earle of Mar, and the reſt ofthe coal maiſters on the water of Forth, who ſell their coal:s by 
chalders, to ſell the ſame at five merks the chalder, untill ſuch time as the perſewers prove that they ſold the ſame at an eaſicr rate. 
For which purpoſe the (aid ſecond of November is aſsigned. Likeas theſaid M. Alexander Clerk compeirand, as ſaid is, acted him- 
ſelf that he ſhould furniſh the counerie with his cuale at three ſhillings ſix pennies the load, being a water boll. As alſo the (aids 
Lords ordaines the {aid M. Andrew Dick who compeired for himſelf and his father, and Jobn H1mmilton of K inglaſſie, who compeired 
be the ſaid M. David Williamſrn,cofcllthe chalder of taeir coale, which is the double of Alloway chalder, at ten markcs, untill 
the Borrows prove that they ſold the ſame at an eaſier rate of before. And ordaines the ſaid M Andrew to (ell rhe load of his land 
coale at ſix ſhillings the load, ot the mer aforeſaid. And becar ſe Richard chaplane Commiſſioner forthe burgh of Hadinzronoffercd 
in preſence of the ſaids Lords, to prove that thecountrey people in caſt Lochian had at the Earle of Wintoos co ileheuches (which 
would bee a full horſe load, and containe a water boll in his eſtimat ion) for three ſhillings f. ure pennies, and two pennies to the 
cartier. The ſaids Lords aſsigues to him the ſecond of November next, to prove the ſame. And further, the ſaids Lords ordaines 
the whole rem nent coil maiſters above written, and their takſmen, to ſell the load of their coale, being a water boll, at the prices 
which they received thir three years paſt, till tlie ſuids perſewers prove that they (old the ſame formerly at cheaper rates, And whe re- 
as the cole of t:lphinſtoa hath ever been a land coal for furaiſhing the countrie; Therefore the ſaids Lords diſcharges the ſaid 
James Diſchington, who compeired for himſelf and remanent Takſmen af the coale of EIphinſton, to ſell any of the ſaid coale for 
tranſportation, under the paines contained in the acts of Parliament made againſt the tranſportation of coale. And that they pre- 
ſume not to hight the pryce of their coaleraken by chemthie three yeares bygone, which is condeſcended to bee three ſhillings foure 
' penniesthe load, of the meaſure of the water boll. Likeas the Commiſſioners for the Burrowes declared, they would uſe t 
probation upon the ſaid ſecond of November next, touching the coale of Dyſert bel 


ſame 
1 onging to the Lord Sinclar, which they uſe a- 
gainſt the Earle of Weems. And laſt, the ſaids Lords of new ordaines and commands the whole coale maſters of this Kingdome 


to prefer the Natives coming to them for coale, to whatſoever ſtrangers. And not to poſtpone nor delay them upon whatſoever cul- 
Jour or pretext or bargaine made with che ſaids ſtrangers. And to ſerve them ar the meaſures and 22 above written, under the 
pain of an hundred pounds to 1 partie wronged, either by highting the pryces, alteriag the meaſure, or 

I to ſtrangers, to be payed be the contraveeners taties quoties, c to the ſaid act 2nd Proclamation of the 
of N r, 1621. And further, under the paine to be reſtrained from tranſportation of any of their coale, and 
cenſured and puniſhed in their perſons, and goods, at the arbirriment of the Councel, Extractaas de libris afforums Seereth Conte 
5 s. D. N. Regis per me Archibaldum Primerois cleri cum ciaſdem ſub weis ſigus && ſubſcriptione manualibus. 
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